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COVER STARS
To celebrate some of the greatest talent in our industry and to visually 
represent the ‘new way of working’ addressed in our cover story (p12) and 
our Zoom feature (p8), Eleanor Dallaway invited some of cybersecurity’s 
brightest stars to appear on our front cover

We asked our cover stars to answer 
this question: What is the most 
important thing you have learned 
during lockdown?

Jenny Radcliff e, aka the people 
hacker, Human Factor Security
“I’ve learned that local knowledge is key 
to survival during lockdown, just as it 
is key to successful security infi ltration. 
Appreciate your community and know 
where to fi nd resources!”

Chris Wysopal, CTO and co-founder, 
Veracode
“During lockdown I have learned that 
being an optimist is very important 
in times of change. Recognizing 
opportunities and being positive to 
those around you will lead to good 
outcomes.”

Dug Song, co-founder and general 
manager, Duo Security at Cisco
“To fi nd joy and meaning in serving 
others in their time of need. We’ve led in 
this moment from our hearts versus our 
heads, and it has made all the diff erence.”

Wendy Nather, head of advisory 
CISOs, Duo Security at Cisco
“I have learned that Twitter and I 
need to go to couples’ counselling. I’ve 
been running my fi rst GoFundMe for 
someone who is in worse shape due to 
the pandemic, and I’ve seen so much 
love and support come from the Twitter 
infosec community so I’ve got to fi gure 
out this relationship going forward!”

Kevin Mitnick, the “world’s most 
famous hacker,” author and speaker
“I needed to fi nd a way to get from 
Florida to Las Vegas without fl ying 
or staying at hotels, so I purchased a 
35-foot motor home and learned to be 
a bus driver.”

Javvad Malik, security awareness 
advocate, KnowBe4
“I’ve learned more about my 
colleagues from video calls, and their 
backgrounds, than I ever could have 
otherwise. Also, that I’m way too 
judgmental of others.”

Th om Langford, founder, (TL)2 
Security Ltd.
“No matter what managers have said 
over the years, you don’t need to be 
in the offi  ce to be productive. Also, 
on video calls, clothes from the waist 
down are optional.”

Jack Daniel, co-founder, Security BSides
“Th e pandemic has clipped my wings, 
being stuck at home has forced me to 
learn patience with the one person I’ve 
never had patience with before: myself.”

Th eresa Payton, CEO, Fortalice 
Solutions
“Th e most important thing is what I 
call the three Rs: respect, refl ect and 
reimagine. Respect the situation. 
Refl ect upon blessings in the moment. 
Reimagine your personal and 
professional life.”

Jeff  Moss, founder and creator, Black 
Hat and DEF CON
“I realize I don’t need a lot to be happy, 
and that I think a lot more about the 
future of my family and country than 
I used to.”

Graham Cluley, podcaster, Smashing 
Security
“I wish I could say I learned to play 
piano, or how to paint, or Cantonese, 
but the truth is all I learned was how to 
swear at Google Classroom.”

Juliet Okafor, CEO, RevolutionCyber
“Th e 2020 lockdown taught me to stop 
trying to be superwoman and allow 
myself the reality of my fl awed humanity.”

Rik Ferguson, vice-president security 
research, Trend Micro
“I learned that I don’t require external 
validation. I do what I do out of a passion 
for the subject matter and a desire to 
continue learning and doing that in 
isolation is perfectly possible. I also 
learned that I miss the social company of 
others far more than I thought I would.”

Brian Honan, owner, BH Consulting
“I learned that rest and mental 
wellbeing is critical to ensuring that I 
can look aft er my family, my business, 
my team and our clients. A tired and 
underperforming leader is of no use 
to anyone. To support that I learned 
to meditate, take time out to get some 
headspace and sleep more.”

Talya C. Parker, former global
privacy, Converse, Nike
“Th e most important thing I’ve learned 
is how much I value time with family. 
As a new mother, I was able to witness 
once in a lifetime milestones with my 
daughter. I’ve also learned to cook and
enjoy it so much.”

Keren Elazari, cybersecurity analyst, 
author and researcher
“Th is pandemic has changed the reality 
of so many people and organizations 
that depend on us as security 
professionals, so we have to change 
ourselves, evolve and adapt to the new 
normal. It’s time for us to RISE UP to 
the challenge.”

Raj Samani, chief scientist, McAfee
“Th e best thing about lockdown for me 
has been the silence of the everyday 
noise I just implicitly accepted. Th e 
cars were replaced by birds, so you 
could say I really enjoyed the tweeting.”

Katie Moussouris, founder and CEO, 
Luta Security
“Th e most important thing I learned 
during lockdown is that travel isn’t as 
exhausting as being on video chats for 
work all day, and that teachers should 
be paid more than politicians.”

Mikko Hypponen, cyber and privacy 
expert, F-Secure
“My tip for when the next worldwide 
pandemic hits is this: buy a good 
webcam, as they will quickly and 
globally sell out.”

Dan Geer, computer security analyst 
and risk management specialist
“I’ve learned I like living in a sparse 
and rural world more than I thought.”

James Lyne, CTO, SANS Institute
It seems James is still thinking...

Camille Stewart, cyber and tech 
attorney, foreign policy specialist, 
national security professional
“I have relearned I can do anything I
put my mind to and that creating space
to try new things and focus on me is
extremely important to mental clarity
and eff ectiveness.”

Professor Sue Black OBE, professor 
of computer science and technology 
evangelist
“I learned that I should chill-out a bit 
more, it’s really helped me to focus.”

Ed Tucker, CEO, Byte™
“To ensure that I take time to break 
and switch focus away from work. It 
is too easy to remain embroiled when 
what you need is an escape and reset.”

Amar Singh, CEO, Cyber 
Management Alliance
“I’ve learned I can survive without 
coff ee and Diet Coke and have started 
exercising daily. I started intermittent 
fasting (no food, just water) for 20 
hours daily and have lost weight!”

Dr Jessica Barker, Co-CEO, Cygenta
“Lockdown has, for me, been a 
reminder that my time is fi nite and 
time is the most precious resource that 
we all have.”

Becky Pinkard, CISO, Aldermore
“Th rough necessity, I’ve learned to 
draw a line between ‘WFH’ and ‘being 
at home.’ I’ll never be perfect at it, but 
I’ve learned to close the laptop and 
walk away to focus on my family.”

Troy Hunt, founder, HaveIBeenPwned
“I learned to take more time away from 
the keyboard and invest in my own 
mental wellbeing.”

Clive Room, director, Pulse Conferences
“As a man who lives alone, the main 
thing I have learned during lockdown 
is that it’s an absolute pleasure to spend 
so much time with myself!”

Mihoko Matsubara, chief 
cybersecurity strategist, NTT 
Corporation
“I have been amazed and pleased by 
the commitment of many cybersecurity 
experts and companies to off er 
free services and form cyber-threat 
intelligence sharing alliances to tackle 
cyber-attacks during the pandemic.”
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